
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          September 24, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 269 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, this is one of those times when I feel what the 
words “helpless” or “powerless” describe.  I am not enjoying 
the experience, and feel an urgency to find a way to be 
distracted, which I make, and am successful for only a short 
time.  Soon, helpless and powerless return, and remain.  I think 
I should be able to unravel these feelings and get to the 
bottom of them, and I believe they will disappear if I can do so.  
However, I find I am unable to unravel anything about them, so 
the feelings do not evaporate.  I am left with helpless and 
powerless, and with a sense that as I am able to sit with them I 
will find you already in them with me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 20:1-16 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 270 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 275 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for October 1, 2017  
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; 

Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday is World Communion Sunday and we will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet tomorrow, at the church, 
at 1:30.  Pam Novelly is the Leader.  The lesson is #1 in the new 
study, “Cloud of Witnesses.”  Marolyn Bode is the hostess. 
 New Address for Margaret and Darrel Allen: 3415 Mayhew 
Road, Sacramento, CA  95827. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 20:1-16] 

 This is a parable about the “kingdom of heaven.” The word 
translated as “kingdom” is a Greek word meaning “royalty, rule, or 
realm.” “Kingdom” is defined as “the sphere [realm] in which one 
has influence.” I recommend thinking of the phrase “kingdom of 
heaven” as referring to the influence God exerts in and on our life: 
specifically, God is constantly working to modify the way our mind 
works, influencing our mind to be more aware of how moralistic it 
is, and in the process urging us to become more balanced, 
equitable and fair in the way we both think and act. The parable 
comes out in a place we do not expect, which gives us an 
opportunity to think about where we thought it would come out 
compared to where it does come out, which is how we are taught 
to think about how we are thinking. 
 Most people do not like this parable because they read it 
literally and take it to be about the objective world, and when 
approached in this way the parable seems to support something 
that is both irritating and unfair. However, this parable is very 
reassuring when we work it internally and realize that the vineyard 
is our own life, and that working in the vineyard is cultivating our 
own life. God is always receptive to our being involved in the 
cultivation of our own life, and no matter when we become 
available to work in our own life, or how long we work at cultivating 
our own life, we are always given the same compensation: we are 
enabled to interact with the components of our personality 
[feelings, thoughts, ideas, roles, habits] that constitute the person 
we are in the moment. We need to remember that cultivating our 
own life is not the same as what is portrayed by slogans such as: 
“Be all you can be;” or “Actualizing our full potential.” The 
cultivation of our own life is about being made conscious of the 
person we are, including the redemption of our past and its 
wounds, and the integration of all of this into a conscious way of 
living in the present. The cultivation of our own life involves the 
merging of seemingly opposite things: an appreciation of just how 
wondrous our life is, an acknowledgment of just how twisted our 
life can be, and the recognition of the truth that we are 

insignificant. This is an amalgamation that we cannot do on our 
own, one that can only materialize by dancing with God, where God 
is in the lead position and introduces elements into the dance we 
cannot and would not. 
 It does not matter if we have been involved in the cultivation of 
our own life a long time or a short while. Those who come to this 
work later (the last) are treated by God the same as those who come 
to it early (the first) [“So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” Matthew 20:16]. In other words, all get the same thing: the 
disclosure of and immersion in the fullness of our own life. I believe 
this is the main point of this parable and the good news in the 
parable. 
 However, our minds tend to go somewhere with this that is not 
helpful: it can sound as though this journey is available to everyone, 
and that how the journey turns out is dependent on our wanting to 
make it and choosing to make it. To this understanding we need to 
add a caution, which some translations of this text include in the 
form of the following addition at the end of verse 16: “…for many 
are called but few are chosen.” The word translated as “for” is a 
particle that can also be translated as “but.” Properly, it is a word 
used when assigning a reason for something. When the text says, 
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last,” I suggest the 
particle is better translated as “but,” in the sense of “however,” and 
the verse would then read: “So the last will be first, and the first will 
be last, but/however, many are called [the Greek is “invited”] but 
few are chosen [the Greek is “selected”].” In verse 15 God is 
described as “generous.” God’s generosity is seen in that this 
journey is offered to everyone, and no matter whether we are 
among the “first” or the “last” to engage with it, we all are offered 
the insights that allow it to happen. So, what is the reason for this 
addition which works to modify this optimism?  I believe the 
addition is reminding us that, even though the cultivation of our life 
is something we work at, the cultivation of our life is orchestrated 
by God and as such is not a weight we carry; it is not something we 
oversee and engineer. Even though all are “called/invited” to make 
this journey, when our life is cultivated it is because God has 
“chosen/selected” that it be so. Our moralistic minds protest at the 



idea that we are not in control of this journey and ultimately 
responsible [or to blame] for its outcome. It is an adjustment for 
our mind to comprehend that we work at this journey, but are not 
responsible for it; that it is not a burden we carry, but a work we 
enjoy in the sense of are engaged by and enlivened through. We 
do not get anywhere on this journey; we more wake up to where 
we already are. And, being on this journey is not a feather in our 
cap, but more an intensity that is its own reward. 
 This cultivation of our own life is not looked upon as a prize in 
our culture. But, as we live and are influenced by God, working our 
own life is the ultimate prize in the sense that doing so is the way 
we participate in the fullness of our own life, and contribute to 
others participating in the fullness of their own lives. 

[Jim Robie, 9-21-17, 16th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle A, Matthew 20:1-16] 
 


